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to develop and implement a CNMP by 
the end of the contract period. 

(e) If an EQIP plan of operations in-
cludes conservation practices that ad-
dress forest land related resource con-
cerns, the participant must develop 
and implement a forest management 
plan by the end of the contract period. 

(f) A participant may receive assist-
ance to implement an EQIP plan of op-
erations which includes irrigation re-
lated practices to address a water con-
servation resource concern only if the 
assistance will facilitate a reduction in 
ground or surface water use on the ag-
ricultural operation, unless the pro-
ducer is participating in a watershed- 
wide project, as approved by the State 
Conservationist, which will effectively 
conserve water in accordance with 
§ 1466.20. 

§ 1466.8 Conservation practices. 

(a) NRCS will determine the con-
servation practices for which partici-
pants may receive program payments. 
NRCS will provide a list of eligible 
practices to the public as approved in 
the NRCS FOTG. 

(b) Payment will not be made to a 
participant for conservation practice 
that: 

(1) Either the applicant or another 
producer has initiated or implemented 
prior to application for the program; or 

(2) Has been initiated or implemented 
prior to contract approval, unless a 
waiver was granted by the Chief prior 
to the practice implementation. 

(c) A participant will be eligible for 
payments for water conservation and 
irrigation related conservation prac-
tices only on land that has been irri-
gated for 2 of the last 5 years prior to 
application for assistance. This irriga-
tion history requirement may be 
waived for circumstances as deter-
mined by the Chief. 

(d) Where new technologies or man-
agement approaches that provide a 
high potential for optimizing conserva-
tion benefits have been developed, 
NRCS may approve interim conserva-
tion practice standards that incor-
porate the new technologies and pro-
vide financial assistance for pilot work 
to evaluate and assess the perform-
ance, efficiency, and effectiveness of 

the new technology or management ap-
proach. 

(e) NRCS will at least annually con-
sult with State Technical Committees, 
Tribal Conservation Advisory Councils, 
local work groups, and other stake-
holders to identify conservation prac-
tices with appropriate purposes and the 
criteria for their application to address 
priorities to establish wildlife habitat 
including: 

(1) Upland wildlife habitat; 
(2) Wetland wildlife habitat; 
(3) Habitat for threatened and endan-

gered species; 
(4) Fish habitat; 
(5) Habitat on pivot corners and 

other irregular areas of a field, and 
(6) Other types of wildlife habitat, as 

determined by NRCS. 

§ 1466.9 Technical services provided 
by qualified personnel not affiliated 
with USDA. 

(a) NRCS may use the services of 
qualified third party technical service 
providers in its delivery of EQIP tech-
nical assistance in accordance with 7 
CFR part 652. 

(b) Participants may obtain technical 
services from certified technical serv-
ice providers in accordance with 7 CFR 
part 652. 

(c) NRCS retains approval authority 
of work done by non-NRCS personnel 
for the purpose of approving EQIP pay-
ments. 

Subpart B—Contracts and 
Payment 

§ 1466.20 Application for contracts and 
selecting applications. 

(a) In evaluating EQIP applications, 
NRCS, with advice from the State 
Technical Committee, Tribal Conserva-
tion Advisory Council, or local working 
group takes into account the following 
guidelines: 

(1) Any producer who has eligible 
land may submit an application for 
participation in EQIP. Applications 
may be accepted on a continuous basis 
throughout the year. Producers who 
are members of a joint operation may 
file a single application for ranking 
purposes for the joint operation. 

(2) NRCS, to the greatest extent 
practicable, will group applications of 
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